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the dignity of a prophet, and began to utter predictions
relating to the affairs of England and,. Ireland.

His prophecies were not much regarded, but his doc-
trine was censured by the presbyterians in their pulpits;
and Mr. Cheynel challenged him to a disputation, to which
he agreed, and, at his first appearance in St. Mary's church,
addressed his audience in the following manner:

" Christian friends, kind fellow-soldiers, and worthy stu-
dents, I, the humble servant of all mankind, am this day
drawn, against my will, out of my cell into this publick as-
sembly, by the double chain of accusation and a challenge
from the pulpit. I have been charged with heresy; I have
been challenged to come hither, in a letter written by Mr.
Francis CheyneL Here, then, I stand in defence of my-
self and my doctrine, which I shall introduce with only
this declaration, that I claim not the office of a minister
on account of any outward call, though I formerly received
ordination, nor do I boast of illumination, or the know-
ledge of our Saviour, though I have been held in esteem
by others, 'and formerly by myself; for I,now declare,
that I know nothing, and am nothipg, nor would I be
thought of otherwise than as an inquirer and. seeker."

He then advanced his former position in stronger terms,
and with additions equally detestable, which Cheynel at-
tacked with the vehemence which, in so warm a temper,
such horrid assertions might naturally excite^ The dis-
pute, frequently interrupted by the clamours of the audi-
ence, and tumults raised to disconcert Cheynel, who was
very unpopular, continued about four hours, and then both
the controvertists grew weary, and retired. The prfesby-
terians afterwards thought they should more speedily put
an end to the heresies of Earbury by power than .by argu-
ment; and, by soliciting general Fairfax, procured his
removal.

Mr. Cheynel published an account of this dispute, under
the title of, Faith triumphing over Errour and Heresy, in
a Revelation, &c.; nor can it be doubted but he had the
victory, where his cause gave him so great superiority.